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The pandemic bought along with it an infodemic which is the overabundance of informa-
tion, truthful or not, that is often spread over social media. The spread of misinformation
regarding COVID-19 has dire consequences hampering the e↵orts of health systems world-
wide. Social media has made it easy to share personal opinions which are neither entirely
truthful nor fake and can be termed as ‘imaginative’. This work presents a fake news de-
tection system which can di↵erentiate between informative, imaginative, and fake news.
Each type of news is written concerning a target audience. The di↵erences in the style
of writing of three types of news are analysed at multiple levels of linguistic description
such as – lexical, syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic. Finally, content-based features are
leveraged to construct a fake news detection system utilising a Perceptron model that
can classify informative, imaginative, and fake news with an F1 score of 0.74, 0.8 and
0.95, respectively. It performs significantly better than the baseline Näıve Bayes model
that gave an F1 score of 0.64, 0.58 and 0.35 for informative, imaginative, and fake news,
respectively.


